May 3, 2001

The First Amendment, According to McCain-Feingold

If the McCain-Feingold campaign finance regulation bill becomes law, it will utterly distort the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution to restrict political speech in unprecedented and grossly unacceptable ways.  Below is what the First Amendment might look like if the self-styled “reformers” had their way.

Congress shall make no law…abridging the freedom of speech (unless it’s close to an election, the speech attacks a Member of Congress, the abridging increases the relative power of incumbent politicians and the media and decreases the relative power of individual citizens, or the speech is in the form of a contribution to a candidate or of an advertisement), or of the press (unless involving the right to contract with private citizens or organizations for advertising), or the right of the people peaceably to assemble (unless such assembly is in the form of political party, corporate, labor union, or nonprofit activity or unless such assembly involves coordinated activity between citizens and Members of Congress), and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances (unless it’s close to an election and unless such petitioning is in the form of advertising or monetary donations).

Is this truly what the Founding Fathers intended?  Of course not. The McCain-Feingold bill, or any House imitation, must be soundly rejected.

Sincerely,

John T. Dolittle

United States Representative

