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Wilson and Graham Call for Protection of Religious Sites in Israel and Around the World

Washington, D.C. - Today, Rep. Joe Wilson (R-S.C.) and Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) announced they will be introducing a Congressional Resolution to protect religious sites in Israel and to open up all holy sites for access to visitors from all faiths. Rep. Wilson made the following remarks regarding the resolution:

“Historically religious sites should always be protected and maintained so that people of all faiths and nationalities would be allowed to visit and worship in peace,” said Rep. Wilson. “Yet, as we have seen in recent years in Israel, many places of worship have come under attack, and people have been denied admittance to these most sacred places. We cannot sit by quietly when violence is directed against holy sites, as many Americans visit these sites every year along with people from all over the world.”

The non-binding sense of Congress, historically religious sites should remain accessible to people of all faiths and be protected from desecration, with particular emphasis on Israel, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, the West Bank and Gaza. 

“I am very pleased with Senator Lindsey Graham’s leadership, in realizing the importance of making a statement to the world that America longs for peace and freedom in the Middle East and around the world. No one should fear attacks at a religious site, and all faiths should be welcomed,” said Rep. Wilson. “The House resolution already has over a dozen original cosponsors, which reflects the how important this issue is to Congress.”
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