The State Defense Force Improvement Act 

Will Improve Homeland Security 

Support your state’s security by cosponsoring H.R. 2797

April 26, 2004

Dear Colleague:

Our National Guard forces are deployed as an integral part of the Global War on Terrorism, leaving governors with fewer forces to defend and assist citizens in the event of terrorist attacks or natural disasters.  

The states that actively maintain these reserve, or state defense forces, have found that such forces provide outstanding benefits for National Guard training, mobilization assistance, family support, and post-mobilization assumption of the duties of deployed units.  These forces constitute the most cost-effective force multiplier in our nation’s defense and homeland security efforts as a deep military reserve force dedicated entirely to Homeland Security within their respective states at virtually zero cost until needed.  

However, the vagueness of current law has led to some confusion as to the degree of support the Department of Defense can provide.  

That is why we introduced the State Defense Force Improvement Act of 2003 that seeks to clarify that these forces, while state-controlled, are an integral part of our nation’s homeland defense efforts.  

The bill will:

-Explicitly recognize and encourage state defense forces

-Authorize DoD to coordinate and train defense forces

-Authorize state defense forces to use DoD property and equipment

-Authorize state defense forces to receive surplus DoD equipment

- Ensure DoD is not liable for any accidents involving state defense personnel  

- Ensure DoD is not responsible for any direct or indirect costs associated with the above provisions

Twenty-two states have authorized defense forces.  Please look at http://www.sgaus.org/states.htm to learn more or call your Adjutant General.  We urge you to cosponsor this important legislation today.   Please call either Laurin Groover of Congressman Wilson’s office, 5-2452, or Brandi McBride of Congressman Davis’ office, 5-6831, to cosponsor.   

Sincerely,


Joe Wilson
Lincoln Davis


Member of Congress
Member of Congress

