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WICKER SAYS IRAQ WEAPONS REPORT DESERVES SECOND LOOK


When the Iraq Survey Group released interim findings of its search for weapons of mass destruction (WMD), the national press seized on the conclusion that no banned weapons had been found.   The report deserves a closer and more comprehensive look because it reveals that inspectors have uncovered evidence of numerous activities relating to WMD, and they cautioned that the hunt is far from over.


There is no question that Saddam Hussein possessed and used these terrible weapons.  The inspectors’ task is to find out what happened to them.  Dr. David Kay, chairman of the search group, stressed that no conclusions should yet be drawn.  He noted the group has had only three months to unravel a program that Iraq spent 20 years and billions of dollars to cloak in deception and denials.

A MORE COMPLETE PICTURE


Dr. Kay has expressed concern that the initial treatment of the report did not provide a complete picture of the situation.  I have seen the findings and was among the Members of Congress to be briefed by the chairman.  I share his concerns about the press accounts.  In one TV interview he noted the report stated on page one that no weapons had been discovered.  “We put that right out front,” he said.  “I just wish someone had gone on to page two and three.”   

He points out that the report details discoveries that include:


Dozens of WMD-related program activities;


Significant amounts of equipment that Iraq concealing from United Nations inspectors;


A secret network of laboratories and safehouses that contained equipment to continue chemical/biological WMD research;


Strains of biological organisms hidden in a scientist’s home, including a live strain of deadly botulinum; 


Plans and advanced designs for new long-range missiles to reach well beyond the limits set by U.N. resolutions; 


Unmanned aerial vehicles at a previously-undisclosed location that were tested to fly beyond allowable limits and with capability to deliver WMD payload;


Details of secret negotiations with North Korea to secure technology to develop ballistic missiles, cruise missiles, and other military equipment;


A prison laboratory not disclosed to U.N. inspectors suspected of being used in human testing of biological agents.

In addition to the concealment, inspectors found that a large amount of evidence was destroyed in offices, laboratories, and at companies suspected of WMD work.  Erased computer hard-drives, specific files burned, and equipment cleaned of all traces of use indicate a deliberate pattern of destruction.

SMALLER, MOBILE BIO-WEAPONS


The inspectors reported that significant information relating to biological warfare had been found.  The evidence suggests that Iraq had compartmentalized its program to maintain smaller, covert biological weapon capabilities that could be activated and produced quickly.  The strategy also made detection more difficult.


The hunt for chemical weapons has been slowed by the magnitude of the country’s stockpile of armaments.  Iraq stored its chemical weapons alongside conventional arms with no distinctive markings.  There are at least 130 ammunition storage points in the country, many of which exceed 50 square miles.  Inspectors have only examined 10 of those sites.


While the full story about WMD in Iraq is not yet known, there is no doubt that Saddam Hussein was relentlessly pursuing the most deadly chemical, biological, and nuclear weapons on earth.   
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