July 16, 2002
Another NEA Scandal

Usually it's Human Waste "Art"

This year it's naked go-go dancers

Dear Colleague:

On Friday some of my colleagues wrote you arguing that taxpayers should hand out an extra $10 million next year to the National Endowment for the Arts, because "the arts improve critical skills in math, reading, language development, and writing." 

While some may argue that dung-covered religious icons and crucifixes in urine improve "skills," what they usually say is these examples are the old NEA, before it became new and improved.

I draw to my colleagues' attention, an award this year to a group in New York City, the Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS, Inc. (http://arts.endow.gov/learn/02grants/Access.html)

How does this group raise money to fight AIDS?  By having 167 of Broadway's "finest and fiercest dancers" strip down to their birthday suits and " go-go dance" for tips, all in the name of fighting AIDS. (http://www.broadwaycares.org/events/bares.html)

While this may be "art" in New York City, most Americans would be horrified to learn their hard-earned tax dollars are supporting an organization showcasing nude go-go dancers.  Sadly, most Americans would not be surprised that it is the National Endowment for the Arts that once again funded a questionable program.  I urge my colleagues to vote NO on the Slaughter Amendment.  It's time to stop rewarding the scandalous NEA.





Sincerely,





/s





Dave Weldon, M.D.





Member of Congress
