June 1, 2002

Keep Family Farms and Small Businesses Alive

VOTE YES ON H.R. 2143

MAKE THE DEATH TAX REPEAL PERMANENT

Dear Colleague:

On June 6, the House is scheduled to consider H.R. 2143, The Permanent Death Tax Repeal Act.  This is a straightforward bill that makes permanent the death tax repeal provisions that were in the recently enacted tax relief bill.  This bill will give Americans certainty and will help them make wise estate planning decisions.

H.R. 2143 gives certainty to children who want to continue to operate family farms.  They will know that they will not have to sell off their land in order to pay exorbitant death taxes.  With enactment of  H.R. 2143, these children will know with certainty that they will not have to give up farming and find another career when a parent dies.  Absent passage of H.R. 2143, family farms remain in jeopardy.

With passage of H.R. 2143, children who have spent years working for family businesses will know that they will not be faced with a choice of going into significant debt or selling off the family florist, grocery store, or convenience store in order to pay the death taxes.   The employees of these small businesses will also have assurances that the death tax will not force them to lose their job, health insurance, and benefits.  Absent passage of H.R. 2143, the lives of all of these families could be uprooted.

A family death disrupts a family.  The death tax adds further pain and in many cases forces additional serious adverse consequences for family members.  By moving to repeal the death tax in the just-approved tax relief act, we took an important step in curbing the adverse effects of the death tax.  Without passage of H.R. 2143, the pain of the death tax will return in 2011.

Vote to keep family farms and businesses alive.  Vote YES on H.R. 2143.

Sincerely,

Dave Weldon, M.D.

Member of Congress

