H.R. _____ - Securing America From Terrorist Entries (SAFTE) Act

To be introduced by Rep. Dave Weldon (R-FL)

For questions or to cosponsor call Stuart at 202-225-3671 

The SAFTE Act would impose a temporary moratorium on individuals coming into the United States from countries known to house terrorists.  The bill recognizes that our current border security agencies are overwhelmed with more than 400 million visits across our borders each year.  While the just approved “PATRIOT Act” moves us in the direction of greater “exit and entry” checks, it leaves in place some temporary loopholes through with terrorists can slip into the U.S. to carry out their acts of terror.  The SAFTE Act seeks to close these loopholes.

The SAFTE Act would impose a temporary  moratorium on visas issued from countries that have known terrorist threats.  Countries covered by the moratorium include: Afghanistan, Algeria, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen, and the seven countries on the State Department’s list of “state sponsors of terrorism.”  

The moratorium expires after the Attorney General (AG) certifies that 

(1) section 403 (b) and (c) of the  PATRIOT Act are operational.  These provisions: (b) provide State Department and INS complete access to the criminal history records in the National Crime Information Center's Interstate Identification Index (NCIC-III), the Wanted Persons File, and (c) ensure that a process is in place to positively identify persons coming into the U.S. from visa waiver countries.

(2) machine readable passports which include biometric data are in use by visa waiver countries; and 

(3) biometric visas are in use for the countries listed in the bill as potential risks.  

The AG may waive the moratorium on a case-by-case basis in cases for national security interest or in cases where the failure to do so would cause exceptional and extremely unusual hardship.

The SAFTE Act makes one deportable for the same reasons one would be inadmissible.  Currently, someone affiliated with a terrorist organization may be denied entry into the U.S.  However, once in the U.S. affiliation with a terrorist organization is not reason enough for deportation.  

The SAFTE Act requires that passenger and crew manifests be provided to the U.S. government prior to any plane landing in the U.S.  This will ensure that the INS, State Dept and other appropriate law enforcement agencies are able to fully scrutinize those entering the U.S.  

The PATRIOT Act gave the Secretary of State the authority to extend from 2003 to 2007, the deadline for machine readable passports for visa waiver program countries.   The SAFTE Act repeals this authority, forcing these countries to develop more secure passports within the two year timeframe specified.

The General Accounting Office (GAO) is directed to study and report back to the Congress in six month increments on: (1) the reforms taken within the INS to safeguard our boarders, (2) our ability to keep terrorists from reentering the U.S., (3) our ability and know the whereabouts of non-citizens who are within the U.S., (4) the degree of cooperation between the FBI, INS, intelligence agencies and other federal, state and local law enforcement officials, (5) background check process for those seeking visas to enter the U.S., (6) the implementation of additional border and visa safeguards, and (7) the overall effectiveness of our border security.

