September 24, 2001

FOR NINE YEARS THE CONGRESS

HAS REJECTED DC’S DOMESTIC PARTNER LAW

SUPPORT TRADITIONAL MARRIAGE 

VOTE YES ON WELDON AMENDMENT
Dear Colleague:

The FY 2002 DC Appropriation bill departs from the last nine years by including a provision that would allow DC to implement a domestic partners law.  

Since 1992, just after the District of Columbia passed its domestic partnership law, the Congress added a provision to the DC Appropriations bill to prohibit any funds from being used to implement that act.  In each year since 1992, the Congress has included language like the amendment I am offering to prohibited funds from being used to implement DC’s domestic partnership law.  

Congress has chosen to recognize the importance of marriage in our society.  A vote against Weldon amendment is a vote in favor of placing other types of relationships on an equal footing with marriage.  Congress has rejected this every year since 1992, and Democrat and Republican Presidents have signed this same restriction into law in each of the last nine years.  Furthermore, the DC law is in conflict with the principles of the Defense of Marriage Act which was overwhelmingly approved by the Congress and signed into law by President Clinton several years ago.

Furthermore, the DC law gives special tax breaks to employers in the city who provide benefits to those who are not married for both homosexual and heterosexual “relationships” outside of the bonds of marriage.  It allows the nation’s capital city to extend employment, health or governmental benefits to such couples on the same basis as benefits are extended to legally married couples.

Finally, Article I, Section 8, Clause 17 of the U.S. Constitution gives the Congress power over the District of Columbia and this constitutional mandate was explicitly preserved in section 601 of the Home Rule Act which says:  “... the Congress of the US reserves the right at any time to exercise its constitutional authority as legislature of the District, by enacting legislation ... including legislation to amend or repeal any law in force in the District....”  Clearly, the Congress has the authority to act in this case as it has in the past nine years.  Americans look to our nation’s capital city for leadership.  Putting other relationships on an equal footing with marriage send the wrong message to the rest of America.

Please vote YES on the Weldon Amendment.

Sincerely,

Dave Weldon, M.D.

Member of Congress

