House Reverses Policy -- Allows Funding of Domestic Partnerships

House Defeats Weldon Amendment,

Continues Assault on Traditional Marriage

September 25, 2001

Washington, D.C. - Today, the U.S. House of Representatives voted to overturn a nine year funding ban on the implementation of the District of Columbia domestic partners ordinance-a ban that has been in effect through both Democrat and Republican controlled Congresses since 1992.  

Rep. Dave Weldon, M.D. (R-Palm Bay) offered an amendment on the House floor today to remove recently added committee language that would do away with the current law with regard to Washington, DC’s domestic partners act.  For the past nine years the Congress and Presidents Bush and Clinton have prohibited Washington, D.C. from implementing the domestic partners act they passed in 1992. The D.C. domestic partner act permits homosexual and heterosexual cohabitating couples to register with the D.C. government and then sign their “partner” up for various benefits.

Unfortunately, when the bill got to the full Appropriations Committee last week, Rep. Jim Kolbe (R-AZ) offered an amendment to sanction the D.C. domestic partners act.  

“Since, 1992, the both Democrat and Republican Congresses and Presidents Bush and Clinton  have acted to protect the institution of marriage,” said Rep. Weldon.  “I am disappointed that the homosexual lobby chose this time in our nation’s history to exert their influence and change this law that has been the law of the land for the past nine years.”

“The D.C. bill defines domestic partnership merely as a committed relationship, a familial relationship characterized by mutual caring and the sharing of a mutual residence.  The D.C. act redefines marriage and family as simply two people who happen to care for each other.  This law opens Pandora’s box on extending benefits to heterosexual and homosexual cohabiters, allowing these relationships to be equated with a traditional family with one husband and one wife.  It continues the assault on marriage and I believe the Congress has acted irresponsibly today.  You can be sure I will continue to protect and defend the institution of marriage and stand up to those who would cheapen and discredit marriage,” concluded Weldon.
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