House Judiciary Committee Sends Weldon Cloning Ban

to the House Floor

Committee Favorably Reports Bill; Stripping Amendments Fail

Washington, D.C. - The House Judiciary Committee voted 18 - 11 in reporting The Human Cloning Prohibition Act (HR 2505) favorably out of committee, thereby  allowing the bill to proceed to the House floor for a final vote.

“I am very pleased with the committee’s action today,” remarked U.S. Rep. Dave Weldon, M.D..  “I hope to see action on the House floor soon.”

HR 2505 bans human cloning which is the asexual reproduction of a new human organism that is genetically virtually identical to another human being.  Those convicted under this bill would face penalties such as ten years in federal prison and $1 million fine or twice the amount that the guilty parties gained through their illegal activities.

The bill also recommends Presidential commission that will conduct a study for the ongoing national discussion about cloning

The bill does not restrict areas of scientific research including but not limited to research in the use of nuclear transfer or other cloning techniques to produce molecules, DNA, cells other than human embryos, tissues, organs, plants, or animals other than humans.  It also does not ban natural or artificially induced twinning of an embryo prior to implantation (IVF). 
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