Help save marine ecosystems, protect critical habitat, and promote sustainable fisheries-Support the Rigs to Reefs Act
 

Dear Colleague:

 


Offshore oil and gas platforms are home to some of the most prolific ecosystems on our planet.  When platforms go out of production, current regulations require that they be removed from the water within a year.  What does this mean?  Thriving ecosystems are ripped from the water, fish habitats are disrupted, and many rare species of sea life are even destroyed.  Nations such as Japan are spending billions of dollars to create offshore structures for mariculture.  Our waters already have them in place, but our policy is to remove them, destroying thriving marine environments.

 


This is why I introduced the Rigs to Reefs Act, HR 2654.  We can safely leave these structures in the water for mariculture, scientific research, or to be placed in an artificial reef site.  These structures should not be indiscriminately removed from the water.

 


My bill will give the Secretary of Interior authority to create a program to encourage using decommissioned platforms for culturing marine organisms, as an artificial reef, or for scientific research.  Also, the bill will address liability issues, a top reason these retired platforms are removed and the environments they host destroyed.  

 


Additionally, the bill directs the Secretary of Interior to study and report back within a year how further removal of platforms will affect existing fish stocks and coral populations.  This study will quantify how beneficial platforms are to the offshore underwater environment and how more platform removals will be harmful to fish stocks and coral.  Finally, the bill will include tax incentives to encourage the artificial reef and other options for the platform instead of onshore scrapping.  

 


The organisms that grow around platforms have various uses, ranging from fish for food needs and sporting demands, to organisms being researched for use in fighting cancer.  We need to do all we can to keep these structures in the water where they have so much benefit for the environment.

 


Help protect these prolific, thriving marine environments.  If you would like more information or to cosponsor, please contact Chris Stanley at 5-3015.  Thank you for your consideration.

 






Sincerely,

 

 






David Vitter






Member of Congress

