Statement by Congressman David Vitter on the One-Year Anniversary of FDA Approval of the Abortion Drug, RU-486

On September 28, 2000, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved RU-486, the abortion pill, during the final days of the Clinton Administration.  Sadly, one of the most complex medical decisions in recent memory was determined in a purely political manner.

With little regard for the safety of American women who may choose to use this dangerous drug, the FDA approved RU-486 for use in the United States with fewer patient protections for these women than were required in European countries.  In fact, the FDA even dropped the health protections it had originally considered after pro-abortion lobbyists launched an aggressive last-minute campaign to kill such provisions.

The danger behind this decision lies in the details.  Medical data suggests that of the women who use RU-486, as many as 9,000 will experience hemorrhaging, a similar number will require surgical intervention for bleeding, and up to 4,500 will require hospitalization--every year. 

For these reasons, I introduced H.R. 482, “The RU-486 Patient Health and Safety Protection Act”.  While I am opposed to all abortions including through use of RU-486, a complete ban on the drug or procedure will not pass at this time.  My legislation at least would codify the guidelines originally proposed by the FDA for use of RU-486.  These safeguards include ensuring physicians prescribing the drug have experience reading sonograms and dealing with the demonstrated emergencies that may arise following the use of this drug, and also ensuring these physicians maintain admitting privileges at a hospital within an hour of their offices.

The politicized approval of RU-486 before last year’s election will not only potentially increase the number of abortions performed in this country each year, it creates serious and dangerous side effects for women using the drug.  The least we can do in the short term is ensure that this drug does not endanger the health of the mother. 

