February 10, 2003
 

The best land deal in history

 

Arkansas, Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, and Wyoming 

 

Bought for only 4 cents an acre

 

Dear Colleague:

 

This year our country celebrates the 200th anniversary of the Louisiana Purchase.  

 

When President Jefferson acquired the Louisiana Territory from Napoleon Bonaparte, our nation's manifest destiny was cemented.  The Louisiana Purchase enabled further westward expansion, leading to the creation of all or part of 15 new states plus others that would follow with later westward settlers.

 

Join me in recognizing the great work of the individuals who negotiated the Louisiana Purchase and the role that territory played in developing our young nation by becoming a cosponsor of HCR 21.  

 

There is much reason to celebrate, for as American Minister to France Robert Livingston said at the signing of the treaty: 

 

"From this day the United States take their place among the powers of the first rank. . . .  The instruments which we have just signed will cause no tears to be shed: they prepare ages of happiness for innumerable generations of human creatures"

 

For more information or to become a cosponsor of HCR 21, please contact Tonya Newman at tonya.newman@mail.house.gov or 5-3015.  Thank you.

 

Sincerely,

f
David Vitter
Member of Congress

