When Health Care Providers Ask Medicare Questions. . .

They Deserve Reliable Answers
Support H.R. 3046, the Medicare RACER Act
November 2, 2001

Dear Colleague:


In today’s Medicare system, physicians and providers cannot obtain reliable, written answers to their questions relating to complex and confusing Medicare program guidance, program memoranda, and regulations.  As a result, they have nothing to rely upon if they are later audited for alleged overpayments.


H.R. 3046, the Medicare Regulatory, Appeals, Contracting, and Education Reform Act (RACER), will solve this problem.  Specifically, RACER will:

•

Require Medicare contractors to provide general written responses in a clear, concise, and accurate manner to written inquiries from providers within 45 business days.

•

Treat providers who rely on written guidance or written responses to inquiries fairly and equitably.


Providing reliable guidance to provider inquiries should be a basic function of our Medicare system.  Our health care providers-and their patients-need these fundamental reforms to be put in place.  H.R. 3046 will do just that.


We urge you to join us in supporting this legislation.  If you have questions or would like to become a cosponsor, please contact Kelly Weiss in Rep. Toomey’s office (x5-6411) or Cary Gibson in Rep. Berkley’s office (x5-5965)







Sincerely,


s\







s\


PAT TOOMEY




SHELLEY BERKLEY

            Member of Congress



            Member of Congress 


November 1, 2001
Dear Colleague:

Health care providers have been demanding regulatory relief for years.

Here’s what they’re saying about the RACER Act:
American Health Care Association:  “This legislation is a step forward in improving a system that is excessively punitive, inefficient, and burdensome, and we will work wholeheartedly with its sponsors to pass it into law.”  - - Charles H. Roadman II, M.D., President and CEO

American Medical Association:  “The RACER bill is a significant step toward providing regulatory relief for overburdened physicians.  The AMA is pleased with the legislation’s strong commitment to improving due process protections for physicians faced with government audits.” - - Richard F. Corlin, M.D., President

American Osteopathic Association:  “The AOA appreciates your efforts to restore balance to the Medicare program and for making it easier for our members to focus on what they were trained to do, care for their patients.” - - James E. Zini, D.O., President

Cosponsor H.R. 3046, and help doctors provide the best possible care to our seniors.
If you have questions or would like to become a cosponsor, please contact Kelly Weiss in Rep. Toomey’s office (x5-6411) or Cary Gibson in Rep. Berkley’s office (x5-5965).  


Sincerely,



PAT TOOMEY


SHELLEY BERKLEY



Member of Congress

Member of Congress
