June 25, 2001

Support the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Education Center Act at No Cost to the Taxpayer!
Dear Colleague:


Please join us in honoring our Vietnam Veterans by requesting that the House National Parks Subcommittee hold a hearing on the importance of creating the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Education Center near the Vietnam Veterans Memorial (The Wall), H.R. 510.   

1. Authorize the construction of a small, temporary Education Center to replace the inadequate kiosk at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.  

2. Feature historic photographs and interactive displays to teach young people about the Memorial and military service in Vietnam.  

3. All costs will be paid for by privately raised funds from the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund.       

4. 130 cosponsors.  


The Center will be an important education resource that will add immensely to the visitor’s experience at The Wall.  If you are interested in signing on, please call Debra Tekavec with Congressman John Murtha at X52065, or Gregg Richard with Congressman Pat Toomey at X56411.  

Sincerely,




_________________


_________________




John P. Murtha



Patrick J. Toomey






Member of Congress


Member of Congress

June 25, 2001

The Honorable Joel Hefley

Chairman

House Natural Parks Subcommittee

1333 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

We are requesting that you hold a hearing on the importance of creating the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Education Center near the Vietnam Veterans Memorial (The Wall).   


H.R. 510 would authorize the construction of a small, temporary Education Center to replace the inadequate kiosk at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.  The Center will be consistent with similar information structures at the FDR Memorial, the Lincoln Memorial, and the one planned for the Washington Memorial.  The most important purpose of the Education Center will be to help all visitors understand why this is such a solemn and special memorial.


The Education Center will feature historic photographs and interactive displays.  The focus will be on teaching young people about the Memorial and military service in Vietnam.  All costs will be paid for by privately raised funds from the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund.       


The site for the Center – where the existing National Park Service kiosk now stands – is a clearing surrounded by trees adjacent to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.  The site will in no way visually or structurally intrude on the magnificence of the Memorial or the Mall.  


The Center will be an important education resource that will add immensely to the visitor’s experience at The Wall.  We therefore ask that you give your personal and active consideration to holding a hearing on the Veterans Memorial Education Center.  

Sincerely, 




_________________


_________________




John P. Murtha



Patrick J. Toomey






Member of Congress


Member of Congress

