June 19, 2001

Vote for the Toomey-Flake-Tancredo Amendment

To The Supplemental
Dear Colleague:


Last fall, Congress appropriated $637 billion for FY2001.  Tomorrow, the House will consider the FY2001 supplemental appropriations bill which adds another

$6.5 billion in spending – for a total increase of 9.6% over the previous year or 3 times the rate of inflation.  Congress is in jeopardy of squandering the surplus.


We plan to offer an amendment to the supplemental bill that would reduce FY2001 non-defense discretionary spending across-the-board by just 0.33%

(about $1 billion), and use these savings to:

1. Offset the non-defense, non-veterans portion of the supplemental, and

2. Replace the FEMA rescission in the supplemental.

The across-the-board reduction of 0.33% in FY2001 funds is less than the 0.38% reduction in FY2000 funds that a majority of Congress voted for and President Clinton signed into law in 1999.  Just as Congress did then under the Clinton Administration, the amendment would allow the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) flexibility in implementing the offset.


The supplemental includes a $389 million rescission of disaster relief funds for the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  In light of recent natural disasters like Tropical Storm Allison, we believe the FEMA offset is unrealistic and substitute it with part of the across-the-board reduction.

This amendment gives every Member of Congress a reasonable and modest opportunity to demonstrate they have not abandoned fiscal discipline.  We urge you to vote for the Toomey-Flake-Tancredo amendment.

Sincerely,

Pat Toomey



Jeff Flake



Tom Tancredo

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

