HELP LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN THEIR STRUGGLE TO FUND IDEA MANDATES

Dear Colleague:


As you know, the most pressing issue facing our local school districts is the financial burden of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  Across the nation, communities are saddled with the cost of this unfunded mandate - at the expense of both children with and without disabilities.


Twenty-five years ago when IDEA passed, it was clear that the federal government was committed to pay 40 percent of the costs needed to educate a special needs child.  Today, however, we are falling far short of that promise.  Our good intentions have turned into bad consequences.


Educating every child is the right thing to do and I am proud that we are doing that today.  Yet IDEA has placed an extreme financial burden on our public schools forcing school districts to rob Peter to pay Paul.


While funding the $17 billion necessary to fully fund IDEA isn’t realistic, we can help local school districts by giving them the option to use other federal funds for IDEA expenses if they so choose.   Next week, I will be introducing the Flexibility to Increase IDEA Funding Act.  This bill will allow states and local communities to use their state discretionary funds under ESEA to pay for their IDEA expenses until the federal government meets its commitment to fully fund IDEA.  


Colleagues on both sides of the aisles can agree that we need to do all we can to help our local school boards educate ALL of our children.  This bill will allow them the flexibility to use federal funds for that purpose, if they so choose.  Please join me in cosponsoring this important legislation to help our local school districts relief.  To sign on as a cosponsor, please contact AmyClaire Brusch in my office at x56216.







Best Regards,







Todd Tiahrt






Member of Congress

