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Tiahrt response to Pledge of Allegiance ruling

San Francisco District Judge Lawrence Karlton today ruled that it is unconstitutional for public school children to recite the Pledge of Allegiance, because it contains the words "under God." U.S. Representative Todd Tiahrt (R-Goddard) expressed disbelief over the decision and released the following written response.

“This extreme ruling ignores accepted tradition, the will of a majority of the American people and most importantly – it ignores historic fact and law. It is an extraordinary leap to rule that allowing public school children to say the words “under God” is establishing a national religion.

“It is a sad day when a federal judge can distort the Constitution and disavow the intent of the people who wrote it, and it seriously calls into question the competence of the jurist making the decision. Not only were 51 of 55 constitutional delegates professed men of faith who sought guidance from their creator in writing the Constitution, there are numerous supporting documents indicating they believed it was imperative that God’s word be taught in the classroom. Of the four delegates who did not profess a Christian faith, it was Benjamin Franklin who suggested that the delegates begin their day with prayer. It is ludicrous to think that a body that started its sessions in prayer would believe it was improper to cite the name of the creator from whom they sought guidance.

“As we celebrate Constitution Day on September 17, I am hopeful we will have educators across this state and country that will teach their students about our founders and their reliance on and faith in God and the open recognition of His importance in the governance of this country. 

“It is both ironic and sad that we have apparently forgotten the words of this nation’s first Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court John Jay. Jay said, ‘The Americans are the first people whom Heaven has favored with an opportunity of deliberating upon and choosing the forms of government under which they should live.’
“Jay referenced God in his writings and in court decisions, clearly indicating the founders’ view that God could and should be part of government, including public schools. It is outrageous to suggest that an author of The Federalist and the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court would know less about the intent of the founders than a judge in California in 2005. It would be well worth the time spent for Judge Karlton and all Americans, myself included, to periodically review American history and to read the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution and the Bible – three writings our country's founders found indispensable."
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