CARFA Talking Points

H.R. 3213- To establish the Commission on the Accountability and Review of Federal Agencies Act (CARFA)- Rep. Todd Tiahrt

What is CARFA?

· This bill would require the President to appoint 12 members to CARFA no later than 90 days after the enactment of this Act. Members would be appointed for the life of the Commission, and would be required to meet no later than 30 days after all of the appointments have been made.
· No later than 2 years after the enactment of this Act, CARFA would be required to submit to the President and Congress a report that includes recommendations for the elimination of unnecessary programs and agencies and the realignment of redundant programs and agencies. The spending review process is limited to non-defense, non-entitlement federal programs and agencies.  
· These recommendations (in the form of proposed legislation) would then be subject to an up-or-down vote by Congress, and changes or amendments to the recommendations would be prohibited.
· It is based on the proven Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) model.

Why do we need CARFA? 

· Congress’s normal procedures cannot address the spending and waste problems.

· Although voters say they want to see Congress and the Administration reduce spending and cut out waste, they do not often cast votes on these issues and instead vote on whether the special interests they care about have received money.

· The device of forming an independent commission to look at spending and waste remains a useful one today.

· President Reagan used the same approach to getting around Congressional opposition to reform in the mid-1980s, which led to our proposed model for solving the current crisis of over-spending and government waste: BRAC.

· By forcing Congress to vote up-or-down on a commission’s recommendations in their entirety, without changes, the Congressional log-rolling that normally protects spending and waste can be circumvented, and back room deals will become much less effective.

Endorsements: Free Congress Foundation, National Taxpayers Union, 





Coalitions for America, Family Research Council

The staff contact for CARFA is Kevin Bruce, and he can be reached at 5-6216.

