Improving the Department of State to Meet the Challenges of the 21st Century World

Dear Colleague,

The Department of State was established in 1789, and given the responsibility to protect the United States’ worldwide interests by advancing the foreign policies of the United States Government.  This mission has grown more challenging and more critical in these dangerous times. Yet the organizational structure of the Department has remained nearly unchanged.

Today, the Department of State is more than just the diplomatic representative of the United States Government.  It is also the public messenger and face of our principles to promote freedom and democracy throughout the world.  Because of the importance of this responsibility, Congressman Vic Snyder and I have introduced H.R. 3515, the “Department of State Review Act,” to make sure that the Department is organized and equipped to meet the challenges of today and also the future. 

H.R. 3515 would create a non-partisan independent review panel responsible for studying the mission structure of the Department of State from the Embassy level up, make recommendations, and develop a plan of action that will provide the Department with the tools it needs to enhance United State global leadership. The panel would also examine the spectrum of issues affecting the State Department, from personnel policy to interagency interaction to the structure of embassies.

Please contact Bryan Whitworth in Congressman Thornberry’s office at 5-3706 or Mike Casey in Congressman Snyder’s office at 5-2506 to cosponsor or for more information.








Sincerely,








Mac Thornberry








Member of Congress

