May 22, 2003

Help! Medicare Has Fallen and It Can't Get Up!

--  Cosponsor the Medicare Reform Act --
Dear Colleague,

After the Memorial Day recess, the House and Senate plan to address prescription drug coverage under Medicare.  Simply adding a prescription drug benefit to the current Medicare system doesn't make sense.  Like speeding up the Titanic after the iceberg has been spotted, it will simply bankrupt a bad system even sooner.  Real, common-sense Medicare reform is needed if we are to provide comprehensive health benefits to our nation's seniors and disabled.  

History has shown us that markets are the most efficient means of delivering quality products at the lowest price.  The Federal Employees Health Benefit Program (FEHBP) is a public-private partnership with a proven history of success for delivering health care options to 8 million federal employees in all 50 states.  It should serve as a real-life, working model for enhanced Medicare.

The Medicare Reform Act of 2003 would provide enhanced medical benefits to Medicare beneficiaries. 

•           Seniors enrolled in the current Medicare system would have the option of remaining in traditional fee-for-service or selecting a Medicare plan.

•           Each plan provider would offer a drug benefit and a high option Medicare plan that includes catastrophic care insurance. 

•           Beneficiaries below 200% of FPL would be eligible for full coverage, thus eliminating beneficiaries from state Medicaid rolls.

•           Competition, innovation, and modern health benefits would come to Medicare.

Please become an original cosponsor of the Medicare Reform Act of 2003.  Contact Perry in my office for more information: 6-7197 or perry.pirsch@mail.house.gov.

Sincerely,

                                                                  
LEE TERRY

                                                                        Member of Congress

