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Dear Colleague:





     The great debt of service we owe our veterans can perhaps never be repaid.  Still, this Congress is doing much to increase the veterans’ benefits to the levels they deserve.  However, there is one area of veterans’ benefits that has been overlooked.





     Many of our veterans are spending their last days in VA or other hospitals.  When they pass away, the state or their estates will lay them to rest incurring costs that will have to be paid.  The current levels of funding of veterans’ burial benefits cannot realistically defray these costs.  Funeral inflation far surpasses that of normal inflation; yet burial benefits have not been increased since 1978!  Our wartime veterans receive just $150 for plot allowances and a mere $300 for non-service connected funeral expenses.





     I recently introduced H.R. 2123, legislation that will make sure our veterans are laid to rest with the same dignity that they served.  The bill increases the plot allowance to $500 and increases coverage for funeral expenses to $500, both amounts would be adjusted for inflation.





     Action has not been taken on these benefits since 1973 and 1978, respectively, and that is just too long.





     Please contact myself or Jeff Shapiro at 5-4155 to be a cosponsor of this long overdue piece of legislation.





					Sincerely,














					LEE TERRY


					Member of Congress
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