THE EDUCATION SOLUTION: TAX RELIEF!
Dear Colleague: 

As America’s school children head back to school, many will not be able to take advantage of the “public choice” provision in the No Child Left Behind Act.  Unfortunately, school districts are either refusing to allow intra-district choice or lack the physical space to enroll new students. 

It’s time for Congress to consider new education alternatives for America’s children, alternatives that allow parents to decide the best education options for their children.

The Back to School Tax Relief Act (H.R. 5193) would:

· extend the current $3,000 deduction for higher educational expenses (enacted into law last year as part of President Bush's tax relief package),
· give low-income parents an above-the-line tax deduction of up to $3,000 for the purchase of almost any educational expense, including tutoring or tuition at a private school, 

· enable families with incomes of $20,000 or less, ($40,000 or less for married couples), to receive an above-the-line deduction of up to $3,000 for their child’s qualified education expenses, including tuition, books, activity fees and computer technology,

· keep current funds in education programs,

· save up to $450 for a married couple who earns $35,000 with one child in public school. 

The fact remains that without a strong educational background, our children will have a difficult time advancing to higher education. The solution is the Back to School Tax Relief Act to put the decision-making authority back into the hands of parents who deserve the opportunity to provide their children with the best education possible. 

As America’s elementary and secondary students go back to school this month, I strongly urge my colleagues to quickly pass the Back to School Tax Relief Act, (H.R. 5193).

Sincerely,

Tom Tancredo

Member of Congress
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