When is American Patriotism a bad thing?

Never … Unless your library, school or the media tells you so.

November 6, 2001

Dear Colleague:

Instead of bringing down the American spirit, the attack on our freedom has resulted in a resurgence in patriotism not seen since World War II. There is no place you can go where there is not an American Flag or a symbol of patriotism. Unfortunately, there are some in this country who believe both individually and institutionally, that our star spangled banner represents something less than freedom, liberty and defiance in the face of our enemies. 

Many reasons are given to ban the display of our American Flag. Some claim it will be culturally offensive, others claim it compromises objectivity and yet others make the claim that such a display is a safety hazard. Such excuses are an offence to the very nation where these people live their daily lives. 

Who has chosen to ban our flag? Unfortunately, from Berkeley, California to Boca Raton, Florida, examples abound. Colorado is no exception where a public library in Boulder has refused to hang an American flag at the main branch. Below is a collection of headlines and web sites where you can see how far this wrong headed thinking has gone.

H.R. 3201, the Freedom to be a Patriot Act, will not amend the Constitution to prohibit flag desecration, it will not ban anyone from exercising their 1st Amendment rights nor will it stop private businesses from setting policies for their premises. What it will do is remove any taxpayer dollars from flowing to an individual or organization that chooses to ban the patriotic display of the Stars and Stripes. 

There is no reason to offer any taxpayer support, at any level, to those who do not believe in America enough to allow her flag to waive proud and free. I ask you to support H.R. 3201, the Freedom to be a Patriot Act, because it is the right thing to do and the right way to do it.

For more information, or to cosponsor H.R. 3201, please contact Dan Kopelman in my office at 57882 or by electronic mail.





Sincerely,





Tom Tancredo





Member of Congress

November 2, 2001

Further flurries in flap over flag 
http://www.bouldernews.com/news/local/03aflag.html
Posted on 10/04/2001 09:15:45 PDT 

Brokaw Backs American Flag Ban 

http://www.freerepublic.com/forum/a3bbc8b312445.htm
September 21, 2001 

CHANNEL 12'S OLD GLORY BAN AN OUTRAGE 

http://www.nypost.com/commentary/32771.htm
Tuesday, September 18, 2001

Flag ban riles guards

http://www.pottsville.com/pub/2001/Sep/18/E484811A.htm
October 30th, 2001

Rescue Workers "Flagged" for their Patriotism

http://www.aclj.org/news/nr_011002_flagged.asp
September 20, 2001 Fox News:

Tongue Tied: A Special, Old Glory Edition

http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,34669,00.html
Sept. 27, 2001, 12:50AM

Patriotism wins over bureaucracy 

Highway officials' flag ban rescinded for highway between Kemah and Seabrook 

http://www.chron.com/cs/CDA/story.hts/special/terror/local/1064064
