March 18, 2004

Tancredo Supports Alternative

To Stem Cell Research

"Embryo stem cell research and human cloning research involve the killing of fully-human embryos, and have never produced a successful test case"

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Congressman Tom Tancredo (CO-06) today announced his support for the Pancreatic Islet Cell Transplantation Act (H.R. 3858) as a viable alternative to embryonic stem cell research.

 

"I strongly support ethical research into finding cures for diabetes or any other disease that could harm people, but it is important to protect human dignity when searching for cures that could take us down a slippery slope," said Tancredo.  "Unlike pancreatic islet cell transplantation, embryonic stem cell research and human cloning research involve the killing of human embryos.  Also unlike pancreatic islet cell transplantation, embryonic stem cell research has never successfully treated a human being for any condition."

 

Embryo stem cells come from embryos, created through cloning, that have been developed to 5-7 days old.  A chemical is placed on them to dissolve the outer walls in order to enable the researchers to extract the stem cell line.  In this procedure, the human embryos are created specifically for the purpose of killing them to obtain their stem cells and do research on them.  

 

Pancreatic islet cell transplantation, by contrast, extracts islet cells from the pancreases of cadavers, and transplants them into the individual afflicted with type 1 diabetes.  In a recent study, of the approximately 200 patients who had received islet cell transplants had maintained normal glucose levels without insulin injections after one year. 

 

Embryonic stem cell research, in addition to presenting ethical problems, has also been ineffective from a medical standpoint.  Embryonic stem cell research has never been used to treat a human for any condition.  Pancreatic islet cell transplantation is currently the most promising line of treatment - and does not present the ethical dilemma of killing human embryos.

 

Congressman Tancredo concluded, "I support this bill because it respects human dignity while also helping to advance research for a cure for type 1 diabetes."
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