Protect Use, Prevent Abuse of Our Public Lands!
Become an Original Cosponsor of the TRAIL Act

 
Dear Colleague:

 

This week, we plan to reintroduce bipartisan legislation aimed at deterring unlawful abuse of our public lands.  This legislation, which passed the House unanimously last year, would create consistent enforcement authority among the federal agencies responsible for most public lands - the Bureau of Land Management, the U. S. Forest Service and the National Park Service.

 

Current law treats property abuse differently among the three federal agencies.  Our bill makes penalties consistent throughout.  It creates two general classes of fines and penalties for individuals/groups found guilty of unlawful conduct on public lands.

 
Class B Misdemeanor - Any individual found guilty of violating regulations governing the use of public lands will be subject to a fine not to exceed $5,000 and/or imprisonment of up to six months.  Any group found guilty of violating such regulations will be subject to a fine not to exceed $10,000 and/or up to six months of imprisonment.

 
Class A Misdemeanor - Any individual found guilty of "willfully and knowingly" violating regulations governing the use of public lands will be subject to a fine not to exceed $100,000 and/or imprisonment of up to one year.  Any group found guilty of "willfully and knowingly" violating regulations will be subject to a fine not to exceed $200,000 and/or imprisonment of up to one year.
 

The bill would also set a stiff new $500 minimum fine for individuals who violate fire bans on public lands during periods of extreme fire danger.  Over the last ten years, people have been responsible for the ignition of just over one million wildfires on our public lands.  That is around 100,000 fires per year - on average - that are caused by human carelessness.  By comparison, lighting has caused only about one-tenth that many fires over the same time period.   In 2002, for example, more than 700 human caused wildfires destroyed nearly half-a-million acres in Colorado alone.

 

The current penalties for violating existing fire regulations specify a maximum fine of $500 dollars and six months imprisonment for offenders on Forest Service lands.  In a practical sense, however, the fines are generally assessed at a far lower level, and jail time is rarely imposed.  Generally, that means fines are set in the range of $50 to $100 - lacking any real deterrent value for would-be violators.  We believe that enacting stiffer penalties for those who choose to disregard the directives of our land managers may be one way we can help to reduce the number of human caused wildfires, and the terrible destruction that they leave in their wake.

 

The TRAIL Act provides federal agencies with enhanced enforcement tools to protect and maintain public lands for all to enjoy.  It will help penalize those who abuse our public lands, for the benefit of those of us who properly enjoy recreating on our national lands and natural treasures.

 

Please contact Mac Zimmerman at x.57882 for more information, or to become an original cosponsor.

 





Sincerely,
 
Tom Tancredo, MC





Mark Udall, MC

 
108th Congress cosponsors:  Beauprez, Boucher, Cannon, Cubin, Gibbons, Green, Matheson, Otter, Peterson (PA), Porter, Radanovich, Shimkus, Simpson, Stupak, Udall (CO) 
