Tancredo Introduces Key Sudan Legislation

"Bi-Partisan Measure to Facilitate Country-wide Peace" 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Congressman Tom Tancredo (CO-06) recently introduced H.R. 5061 to provide assistance for the crisis in the Darfur region of Sudan and to facilitate country-wide peace.  The bill enjoys broad bipartisan support.

 

"This bi-partisan legislation is important for the people of Sudan and to the international community," said Tancredo, member of the House International Relations Committee and African Sub-committee member.  "We cannot sit idly by while the atrocities in Darfur are taking place."

 

The bill, which is authored by Representative Tancredo and is sponsored by Joseph Pitts (R-PA-16), Trent Franks (R-AZ-02), Donald Payne (D-NJ-10) and Tom Lantos (D-CA-12), comes on the heels of a recent declaration before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee by Secretary of State Colin Powell that the atrocities in Darfur, in the view of the U.S. Government, constitute genocide.  Secretary Powell said, "When we reviewed the evidence compiled by our team, along with other information available to the State Department, we concluded that genocide has been committed in Darfur and that the Government of Sudan and the Jinjaweid bear responsibility -- and genocide may still be occurring."

 

The legislation reiterates Congress' position that the atrocities unfolding in Darfur are, in fact, genocide, and that the Government of Sudan is an active participant in that genocide.  H.R. 5061 imposes a series of sanctions, found in the Sudan Peace Act, on the Government of Sudan immediately upon enactment of the bill.  The bill also calls for a disclosure report to Congress from the Treasury Department on the identity, nature and extent of all commercial activity being conducted in Sudan, as well as implementing capital market sanctions on any companies engaged in commercial activity in Sudan.  

 

The measure further gives instruction for the U.S. Permanent Representative to the U.N. to urge the Security Council and member state to pursue accountability for those complicit in the violence in Darfur, to impose targeted sanctions (including the freezing of assets) on senior members of the Government of Sudan, to cease to import Sudanese oil, and to impose an arms embargo on the Government of Sudan, Janaweed and Popular Defense Forces (PDF).
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