Tancredo To Introduce Bill To Extend Life of 9-11 Commission 
Colorado Congressman Says Work of Independent Panel More Important 
Than "Election Year Political Considerations"
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, U.S. Representative Tom Tancredo (R-Littleton) announced that he planned to introduce legislation in the coming days to extend the life of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks on the United States.  The commission, established in late 2002, is charged with preparing a full and complete account of the circumstances surrounding the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, including preparedness for and the immediate response to the attacks. The Commission is also mandated to provide recommendations designed to guard against future attacks.  

 

"The ongoing work of this Commission is too important to go the way of the Warren and Roberts commissions," said Tancredo, "Figuring out what happened on September 11th, and how to prevent future attacks is far more important than election year political considerations."

The commission recently exposed massive shortcomings in federal immigration enforcement - shortcomings that allowed at least some of the 9-11 hijackers to enter the United States.  Commission hearings recently unearthed evidence that three of the hijackers, al Ghamdi, Khalid al Mihdhar and Hani Hanjour, submitted visa applications with false statements about never previously applying for a visa that should have been caught by immigration officials.  Another, Ziad Jarrah, entered the United States in June 2000 on a tourist visa, and then enrolled in flight school for six months.  Had officials never filed an application to change his status from that of a tourist to a student.  Had officials been better able to track this kind of information, they could have denied him entry on three subsequent trips.

 

Concluded Tancredo, "If we are going to avoid a future September 11th, then speed is less important than accuracy.  It's far more important to do this right than it is to do it quickly.  We owe the families of the victims nothing less."

 

The Commission, which has attributed its inability to meet the current deadline to a delay in obtaining documents and other information from government agencies, is set to expire in May of this year unless Congress takes acts to extend its life.
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