THE 2008 OLYMPICS SHOULD NOT BE IN BEIJING
 

 

Dear Colleague:

 

According to the Olympic Charter, established by Pierre de Coubertin, the goal of the Olympic Movement is to contribute to building a peaceful and better world by educating youth through sport, practiced without discrimination of any kind and in the Olympic spirit, which requires mutual understanding with a spirit of friendship, solidarity and fair play.

 

We know all too well of China's abysmal human rights record.  China's notorious one-child family planning program remains a source of coercion, forced abortions, infanticide and perilously imbalanced boy-girl ratios.  Couples who have unsanctioned children have been subject to heavy fines, job losses and forced sterilization.  China continues to forcibly repatriate North Korean refugees and seize humanitarian workers, despite China's knowledge that these refugees face imprisonment, torture, and even possibly execution upon their return to North Korea.  Finally, China's continued threats and unprovoked intimidation of Taiwan threatens to unilaterally undermine peace and security in the region.

 

Last week, I introduced H.Con.Res. 141, which calls upon the International Olympic Committee to change the venue of the 2008 Olympic Games unless the People's Republic of China makes significant progress in ending human rights abuses.  It is time for China to end its egregious violations of the most basic of human rights.

 

Please join as a cosponsor of H.Con.Res. 141.  To cosponsor, or for more information, contact Molly Miller (5-7882) on my staff.

 

Sincerely,

 

 

 

Tom Tancredo

Member of Congress

