Tancredo Asks Ashcroft to Investigate IRS,

Tax Preparers Who Assist Illegal Aliens
Lawmaker Presses Justice Department to Clarify Position on Enforcement of Laws

against Aiding Illegal Aliens
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Congressman Tom Tancredo (R-Littleton) wrote Attorney General John Ashcroft asking how tax preparers, and even the IRS, can provide tax assistance - and presumably refunds - to people in the country illegally.  Tancredo and five other lawmakers wrote the Justice Department after news accounts that tax providers like H&R Block were working in conjunction with the IRS to assist illegal aliens in obtaining Individual Tax Identification Numbers (ITIN's).  An ITIN could be used as a "breeder document," potentially allowing illegal aliens across America to obtain identification documents, fraudulently register to vote, or even board airplanes.
"I believe that the assistance provided by H&R Block - and presumably other tax providers - along with the implicit approval and accommodation of their activities by the Treasury Department may also be in violation of federal law, including provisions of 8 USC 1324, and 8 USC 1327," said Tancredo.

 

The federal laws referenced by Tancredo, among other things, prohibit aiding, assisting and harboring illegal aliens.

 

"In my view, the actions of tax providers and banks across the country - actions that the Treasury Department has either acquiesced to, or encouraged - run contrary to the intent of laws that Congress enacted to discourage the aiding and abetting of illegal immigration.  Private businesses cannot simply disobey federal law, and administrative agencies cannot and should not be permitted to assist them in doing so," he said.

 

"If someone changed or repealed these laws, they certainly didn't tell Congress - and until they do, I would expect the Justice Department to enforce them," concluded Tancredo.
 

For more information regarding this issue please contact Carlos Espinosa at 202/225-7882, or for a copy of the original letter, please visit the Congressman's website at www.house.gov/tancredo.
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