September 16, 2003
 

 

Parental Consent 
for 
Head Start Genital Exams
 

 

Dear Colleague:
I will be introducing a bill this week to require parental consent for "non-emergency intrusive physical exams" (genital exams). As a parent of four young children, I am very concerned that there is currently no definitive language in federal law prohibiting genital exams without parental consent.
While Head Start facilities are charged with ensuring that many health exams are performed on the children that enter their programs, genital exams should never be given without parental consent. The Department of Health and Human Services has given guidance to agencies, but the U.S. Code does not include clear language prohibiting these exams when a parent is unaware they are to be performed. We cannot let this ambiguity stand. 
This legislation is very narrowly focused, to prevent any non-emergency invasive physical exam (i.e. genital exam) by any Head Start agency without parental consent. This would not include routine exams such as hearing, vision or scoliosis screenings.
To become an original cosponsor, contact Wendy Dér in my office at 225-2211.
 

Sincerely,
 

John Sullivan
Member of Congress
