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A Test of America’s Resolve

by Congressman John Sullivan
The last few months have not been easy for our Nation.  Demonstrating courage never is.  The conflict in Iraq tested our resolve in the face of world opinion.  It tested our willingness to do what we know to be right.  I am proud that we passed that test.

After three weeks, coalition troops led by the United States now control a country that has been terrorized by a vicious dictator for the better part of three decades.  For years Americans have grown used to Saddam Hussein’s denials, delays, and defiance of the world.  His stranglehold on the people of Iraq is over, and the world is a safer place because our men and women in uniform accomplished their jobs swiftly and skillfully.  

In the last few months many questioned our purpose in Iraq, questioned the evidence of that Saddam was stockpiling weapons, even questioned our President’s motives.  Now, we are lifting the veil that hid the evils of Saddam’s regime for decades.  We are discovering more about the comfort he and his family lived in as his people starved and died.  We are learning of the torture he inflicted upon his people and of the crippling of his nation’s resources only to serve his lust for power.  Only now are we understanding the true evil of his regime and the atrocities they imposed upon the people of Iraq.  

We removed Saddam Hussein and his regime from power.  Failure to do so would have emboldened other tyrants and rogue nations to ignore international law.  It would have encouraged them to allow terrorists access to weapons and resources they would certainly use in future attacks on our country.  
Our victory in Iraq should be seen as the triumph of optimism over pessimism.  America can remove a regime while keeping a country and its resources intact.  America can unleash awesome and crushing military might while showing unyielding humanity to a people that have been terrorized for decades.  America can show the kind of steely resolve and strength of will necessary to do what is right and just, even in the face of criticism by dissenters across the globe.
Americans are a bold and courageous people.  Lion-hearted young men and women in uniform a world away are willing to give their life so that people they have never met can taste the freedom we often take for granted.  

If there were ever any question over the moral value of our efforts to free the people of Iraq, it was answered as Baghdad citizens tore down their tormenter’s statue in the town square last week.  Now that we have accomplished removed this evil regime in Iraq, it is clear America will not be deterred when it comes to the security of our citizens.  

America emerges from this conflict in Iraq with a better understanding of what we are made of and what we stand for.  We have passed the test.   
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