March 13, 2003

The Founding Fathers on Frivolous Funding

Dear Colleague:

Unrestrained deficit spending violates the Founders' original principle of no taxation without representation, because it denies future citizens any voice at all, yet they will eventually have to foot the bill.
Today, government's grip on American pocketbooks is much tighter than Americans in 1913 — or the Founding Fathers — could ever have imagined.
We have not heeded the words of Thomas Jefferson who in 1816 demonstrated his concern about the federal government's ability to control its spending when he said, "I place economy among the first and important virtues, and public debt as the greatest of dangers to be feared." The future of our children and grandchildren is also at stake. 

Judging by their writings, and the Constitution they crafted, it's fairly clear the Founding Fathers wanted a limited federal government. As George Washington noted, "The habits of thinking in a free country should inspire caution in those entrusted with its administration to confine themselves within their respective constitutional spheres…" While Thomas Jefferson once observed, "My reading of history convinces me that most bad government results from too much government."

I have recently introduced H. Res. 133, to allow Members to offer amendments redirecting funds from government programs and towards deficit reduction. I have included a synopsis of this resolution on the reverse side of this Dear Colleague. It is time House Members have the ability to take active steps toward reducing the deficit. To cosponsor or for more information you may contact Wendy Dér in my office at 225.2211. 

Sincerely,

John Sullivan

Member of Congress

