October 17, 2003

Cosponsor H. Con. Res. 298

To Vigorously Enforce Federal Obscenity Laws
Dear Colleague:

I have introduced H. Con. Res 298, a resolution which states that it is the sense of the Congress that federal obscenity laws should be vigorously enforced throughout the United States. I would like to briefly explain why I think it is important that Congress “go on record” at this moment in history.

First, this resolution will help dispel the notion that the explosion of obscenity in recent decades is proof that hardcore pornography no longer violates contemporary community standards of decency in the United States. 

Two separate Wirthlin Worldwide national opinion polls about enforcement of federal obscenity laws have proven the American public’s resolve on this issue.  In the 2002 poll, 81% of adult Americans supported vigorous enforcement of federal laws against Internet obscenity. In the 1997 poll, 80% of adults supported vigorous enforcement of all federal obscenity laws. It is clear that now is the time to act. 

Additionally, we should support the Administration which has recently been successful in securing major indictments against individuals in a multi-million dollar racketeering, obscenity, fraud and tax evasion scheme as well as indictments against a major obscenity operation in California. U.S. Congress should support the Administration in its resove to address the issue of obscenity and child pornography. 

To become a cosponsor, please contact Wendy Dér in my office at 225-2211. 




Sincerely,




John Sullivan




Member of Congress
