Deficit Reduction Safeguard Mechanism

Dear Colleague:

Soon, I will be introducing the House Deficit Reduction Safeguard Resolution, which will allow Members of Congress to reduce the federal deficit by crediting money to the Deficit Reduction Safeguard Balance. 

Under current budget and House Rules, when a Member offers an amendment to reduce spending the money saved is left on the table and available for someone else to spend on another program. Members are not allowed to offer amendments and direct the savings to deficit reduction.   As a result, there is little incentive to reduce wasteful spending in order to reduce the deficit.

The Deficit Reduction Safeguard Balance would correct this problem by amending House Rules to permit a Member to dedicate the money saved from any amendment to be dedicated to reducing the deficit. The Deficit Reduction Safeguard Balance only amends House Rules. It does not require approval by the Senate. This Resolution applies to both mandatory and discretionary spending. 

This Resolution is about honesty with the American public. A dollar saved should actually be a dollar saved, not a dollar added to another program.  I encourage you to cosponsor this Resolution.  Please contact Elizabeth Bartheld (5.2211) for more information or to become an original cosponsor. 








Sincerely,








John Sullivan








Member of Congress

