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Statement by Congressman John Sullivan on Pandemic Flu Preparedness Hearing

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Health and Human Services Secretary Mike Leavitt spoke at an Energy and Commerce Committee hearing today on assessing the National Flu Pandemic Preparedness Plan. Congressman John Sullivan (R-OK), a committee member, issued the following remarks:

“The President made it clear there is currently no pandemic influenza in the United States or the rest of the world, and therefore no immediate cause for alarm.  Secretary Leavitt did, however, say he thought there could eventually be some form of global pandemic.  As President Bush noted recently in addressing the nation’s preparedness, ‘if history is our guide, there is reason to be concerned.’  Bird viruses have contributed to three global pandemics over the last century, the first of which struck in 1918 and killed 20 million people.”  

“I strongly agree with the President about the need for coordinating global surveillance and support the formation of a new International Partnership on Avian and Pandemic Influenza.  The partnership requires participating countries that face an outbreak to immediately share information and provide samples to the World Health Organization.  The plan will put structures in place to recognize and report outbreaks before they spread beyond control.”

“I agree with Chairman Barton that while the virus has the potential to be catastrophic, not enough is known about it to justify adding to the budget deficit.  We cannot just expect that throwing public money on the problem is going to stop the development and spread of a disease.  Because a pandemic is, by definition, the spread of a lethal disease over a large geographical area, there are major implications for vaccine development. What we should be focusing on is increasing vaccine manufacturing capacity by offering incentives for companies to invest in technology and by protecting them from frivolous lawsuits.”

# # #







