Americans Still Want Federal Obscenity Laws Enforced 

Cosponsor H. Con. Res. 298

Dear Colleague: 
Americans continue to believe that the Federal laws against Internet obscenity should be vigorously enforced, according to results of a new poll conducted by Wirthlin Worldwide for Morality in Media. 

"Since 1995, the World Wide Web has expanded rapidly and is now estimated to contain as many as 40 million websites. A large number of these Internet websites contain hard-core pornography. The Supreme Court has said that those who distribute hard-core pornography can be prosecuted under obscenity laws. In 1996, Congress expanded federal obscenity laws, making it a crime to distribute obscene materials on the Internet. In your opinion, SHOULD the federal laws against Internet obscenity be vigorously enforced? And do you hold that opinion strongly or just somewhat?" 

Yes - Strongly 

72 %

Yes - Somewhat 

9   %

No - Somewhat 

6   %

No - Strongly 

12 %

Don't Know/Refused 
1   %

Percentage saying "Yes" to vigorous obscenity law enforcement:

Women, overall 

89  % 

Men, overall 

73  % 

Republicans 

83  % 

Democrats


82  % 

Independents 

78  % 

Registered voters 

83  %

I have introduced H. Con. Res. 298, encouraging vigorous prosecution of obscenity laws. The Senate has already passed their version. The House should go on record supporting federal obscenity law enforcement. To cosponsor or for more information, contact Wendy Dér in my office at 225.2211.

Sincerely,

JS
John Sullivan

Member of Congress

