September 12, 2005

Chairman Jerry Lewis

House Committee on Appropriations

H-218 The Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

To Chairman Jerry Lewis:

With the recent devastation of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama caused by Hurricane Katrina, our nation has reached a state of emergency. Our condolences and sympathies are with the victims who have been tragically uprooted from their communities, or have lost loved ones in the path of the destruction. We wholeheartedly support the effort to provide food, water, and daily necessities to these victims, as well as the long-term effort to rebuild our Gulf Coast and house the now-homeless. 

As we move forward with the effort to provide for families and to rebuild, it is Congress’ job to ensure that federal aid and taxpayer dollars are spent appropriately and are reaching the truly needy. Last week, the Federal Emergency Management Agency was spending just over $500 million a day, an unprecedented rate, and over the weekend spending reached $2 billion a day. Over $60 billion in emergency appropriations has been allocated, a record for disaster relief, and Congress is expected to authorize more funds in the coming weeks. I strongly urge the following for future Hurricane Katrina spending:

· That future spending bills for Hurricane Katrina include controls on how the money will be spent. 

· This spending is offset with reductions in other programs, just as Congress did following the California earthquake and the Oklahoma City bombing.
· That federal resources are allocated for rebuilding only where state and local governments and the private sector cannot provide the funds.
· If conditions permit, that Congress follow regular order for future spending for Hurricane Katrina.
The daily lives of thousands of our citizens have been uprooted, entire towns have been demolished, and the economic health of our nation has been shaken. In this time of disaster, it is important that we do not saddle future generations with unmanageable debt, but rather work together to exercise fiscal responsibility. 

Thank you for your continued leadership. I look forward to working with you to find appropriate offsets for possible future aid.  

Sincerely, 

     John Sullivan 

                Member of Congress

