September 9, 2005

Joshua Bolten

Director 

The Office of Management and Budget

725 17th Street, NW

Washington DC, 20503

To Director Bolten:

With the recent devastation of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama caused by Hurricane Katrina, our nation has reached a state of emergency. Our condolences and sympathies are with the victims who have been tragically uprooted from their communities, or have lost loved ones in the path of the destruction. We wholeheartedly support the effort to provide food, water, and daily necessities to these victims, as well as the long-term effort to rebuild our Gulf Coast and house the now-homeless. 

As we move forward with the effort to provide for families and to rebuild, we strongly urge the Office of Management and Budget to encourage accountability and meticulous record keeping within the federal organizations funding the emergency and rebuilding efforts. Given the large amount of funds authorized during the past week, it is Congress’ job to ensure that federal aid and taxpayer dollars are spent appropriately and are reaching the truly needy. Last week, the Federal Emergency Management Agency was spending just over $500 million a day, an unprecedented rate, and over the weekend spending reached $2 billion a day. Over $60 billion in emergency appropriations has been allocated, a record for disaster relief, and Congress is expected to authorize more funds in the coming weeks. 

Currently, FEMA is issuing $2,000 debit cards for essentials such as food, gasoline, and transportation. However, there are no guidelines or restrictions for spending. While we understand the desire for victims to determine their own rebuilding needs, it is important that these funds be used in an appropriate manner and will in fact be used for basic necessities. 

The daily lives of thousands of our citizens have been uprooted, entire towns have been demolished, and the economic health of our nation has been shaken. We feel it is imperative that the Department of Homeland Security and other related agencies help these citizens and rebuild these towns, but in a financially responsible manner, ensuring every dollar is spent wisely and fairly in an effort to best help the victims of this tragedy.  

Thank you for your attention to this request. 

Sincerely, 

__________________________


                    __________________________

John Sullivan





       Bill Shuster

Member of Congress




       Member of Congress 

