How can you:

Possibly save a schoolchild’s life and ease a parent’s mind?

Encourage responsible state legislation without mandates or new spending?

Promote movement towards reason, where absolutism isn’t working?

Cosponsor ASTHMA 2003! 
May 7, 2003 

Dear Colleague:

We invite you to cosponsor H.R. 2023, the Asthmatic Schoolchildren’s Treatment and Health Management Act of 2003 (ASTHMA 2003).  This legislation provides incentives to states to help guarantee the rights of students to carry and use prescribed lifesaving asthma and anaphylaxis medications while at school. 

Most students attend schools in states where state and/or local statute prohibits them from carrying their prescribed asthma medication on their person.  This may be an unintended consequence of the “zero-tolerance” movement in the ‘80’s and ‘90’s, which aimed to root out illegal drug abuse, but swept prescription medication in with it.  Meanwhile, asthma is on the rise in the United States, particularly amongst our young children.  Worse, anaphylaxis, including the loss of breathing, can accompany a severe asthmatic attack.  In an onset of asthma or anaphylactic, every minute counts, and a schoolchild who has to go to a teacher’s desk or school nurse’s office to get his or her asthma medication may not have sufficient time to initiate treatment.  It is not uncommon to read about a student struggling to make it to his inhaler, and dying on the sidewalk on the way to the nurse’s office.

Some states and local education agencies are taking a look at their prohibitions, and passing favorable “right-to-carry” legislation. If a child is diagnosed with a serious, chronic illness, for which their medical provider prescribes safe, legal treatment, and a parent is comfortable with the child’s management, it just makes sense to allow the student to treat himself.  This is why we are introducing ASTHMA 2003, to encourage states to pass “right-to-carry” legislation, without new spending, without mandates.  This bill directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to give preference to a state’s “right-to-carry” status when awarding grants for asthma-related programs under its Department (such as Centers for Disease Control and Prevention studies).  It offers a gentle incentive for states to take this easy, healthy step for its young citizens.  To find out the status of your state’s laws, please visit the website Allergy and Asthma Network, Mothers of Asthmatics (AANMA) at www.aanma.org/cityhall.  And to join us in cosponsoring this legislation, please contact Lauren Smith in Cong. Cliff Stearns’ office or Dominic Nguyen in Cong. Patrick Kennedy’s office.  Thank you for your interest and support.

Sincerely,

Cliff Stearns






Patrick Kennedy

United States Representative




United States Representative
