June 19, 2002

Honor the Lives of Slaves:

Cosponsor The National Slave Memorial Act

Dear Colleague:

On June 19th, 1865, the last group of slaves found out that they were free and celebrated their independence and emancipation.  It is in the spirit of remembrance that today we introduce the National Slave Memorial Act.  This bill establishes a long overdue memorial to honor the individual lives of slaves and their significant contributions to American history.

Both of us and many of our colleagues have long been involved in efforts to heal the legacy of slavery.  This is the latest incarnation of our desire to contribute to the healing of our nation.  This bill would authorize the process for establishing a National Slave Memorial to honor the nameless and forgotten men, women and children who were slaves.  It will hopefully enjoy a position of prominence in the shadow of the Lincoln Memorial.

We are reminded that the commission of monstrous wrong requires not our consent, but only our indifference, our neutrality, or our silence.  Of these things many of our ancestors are guilty.  And as a means of ensuring that we never see the same, we are proposing this slave memorial.  We do this, as a testament to slavery’s many thousand gone. 

Not only do they deserve our remembrance; we owe them our respect. As Americans we naturally understand this universal story of resilience and strength.  With this memorial we have the opportunity to thank the people who so greatly contributed to an American cultural understanding of perseverance and independence.  It is said that, “symbols are the natural speech of the soul, a language older and more universal than words.” We hope that this symbol will play a role in healing the legacy of slavery. 

To honor the memory of slavery’s many heroes and to become a part of this effort, we encourage you to cosponsor the National Slave Memorial Act.  For more information or to become a cosponsor please contact either Meghan at 5-5744 or Max at 5-6465.  
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