Why Weatherization Is More Important than the NEA

Stearns Amendment to FY2002 Interior Appropriations Act: June 21, 2001

The $10 million that the Slaughter Amendment added to the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) would be better spent for the Department of Energy’s Weatherization Assistance Program.  Here are some reasons why:

· The Weatherization Program has cut the annual energy bills of nearly five million low-income households over the past 24 years.  (Source: Department of Energy release, October 30, 2000)  With energy prices as high as they are, weatherized households save money and energy resources.
· The Weatherization Program helps reduce our dependence on foreign oil because it helps conserve energy.  (Source: Department of Energy release, October 30, 2000)

· Weatherization returns $1.80 in energy-related benefits for every dollar invested.  (Source: Department of Energy release, October 30, 2000)  Procedures as simple as caulking can save hundreds of dollars in energy costs for a family each year.
· Weatherization focuses assistance on the elderly, the handicapped, and the poor.  (Source:  CRS report, April 17, 2001)

---------------------------------------------------------

· The NEA budget is currently just over 8% of the total funding of the non-profit arts sector by all levels of government throughout this country.  (Source: NEA, June 21, 2001)  Therefore, reversing the increase in the NEA’s budget would not have a major impact on government funding of the arts.

· Government funding of the arts (at all levels) is itself less than 5% of the total revenues in the non-profit arts sector.  (Source: NEA, June 21, 2001)  Therefore, reversing the increase in the NEA’s budget would not have a major impact on funding for the arts.

· The NEA budget amounts to about two-fifths of 1% of the total revenues in the non-profit arts sector.  (Source:  NEA, June 21, 2001)  It’s hard to see how reversing the increase in the NEA’s budget would somehow be devastating to the arts in America, as supporters of the increase have asserted.

· The NEA continues to fund projects that cross the line of basic decency, including:

--The Manhattan Theater Club, which staged a play depicting Jesus Christ having sex with his apostles

--The Wooly Mammoth Theater Company, which staged a play in which a naked gay male sits on an unsuspecting audience member and arouses himself sexually

--The Walker Art Center, which staged a play in which paper towels soaked with the blood of an HIV-positive man were dangled over the audience

(Source: American Family Association position paper, July 11, 2000)
