Cervical Cancer Awareness

January is Cervical Cancer Awareness Month and Congressman Mark Souder intends to introduce a resolution recognizing the survivors of cervical cancer and the importance of educating the public about the disease and how it can, and can not, be prevented.

Cervical cancer is largely preventable, yet according to the American Cancer Society, an estimated 13,000 new cases of invasive cervical cancer are diagnosed annually and over 4,000 women die of the disease every year in the United States.  Experts agree that infection with certain strains of human papillomavirus (HPV) is associated with nearly all cervical cancer.

HPV is the most common sexually transmitted disease in the U.S.  An alarming 20 million Americans are infected with HPV and about 5.5 million Americans are infected with HPV every year.  The National Cancer Institute of the NIH has concluded that "condoms are ineffective against HPV" and an expert panel convened by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases stated that "for HPV, the panel concluded that there was no epidemiologic evidence that condom use reduced the risk of HPV infection."  

A 2000 law authored by retired Congressman Tom Coburn (Public Law 106-554) directed the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to ensure condom labels "are medically accurate" regarding the lack of effectiveness of condoms in preventing HPV and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to issue recommendations for the prevention of HPV infection by December 21, 2003.  Despite three years to enact this law, FDA has still not required the medically accurate relabeling of condoms and CDC has indicated that it will not issue the HPV prevention recommendations by the statutory deadline, which is less than three weeks away.

It was the failure of FDA and CDC to educate the public about HPV that led to the passage of this law.  The continued withholding of scientific facts about HPV and failure to enact this law by federal agencies threatens the health of women.

Show your support for survivors of cervical cancer and for telling women the truth about HPV by urging members of Congress to co-sponsor Congressman Souder's HPV/Cervical Cancer Awareness resolution.

Offices can co-sponsor this resolution by e-mailing roland.foster@mail.house.gov or calling 202 225-2577.
