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HOUSE DRUG POLICY CHAIRMAN APPLAUDS

PRESIDENT’S IMMIGRATION PROPOSAL
U.S. Rep. Mark Souder (R-IN) issued the following statement today following President George W. Bush’s speech on immigration.  Souder is Chairman of the House Subcommittee on Criminal Justice, Drug Policy, and Human Resources - which has issued a comprehensive report on border security and held more than eight border hearings - and he is also a member of the Infrastructure and Border Security Subcommittee of the Select Committee on Homeland Security.  The statement is as follows: 

“I expect there to be significant opposition in my district and across the country to the President’s new proposals to expand work visa and green card programs, but there is no other truly workable solution to our growing border security problems.

“First of all, it is completely unrealistic to assume that we can effectively seal the southern and northern borders when a million illegal immigrants successfully migrate per year.

“At the same time, the manufacturing, service, and agricultural sectors of our Indiana and national economies would literally collapse if we could hypothetically seal the border.

“Furthermore, if we do not separate the overwhelming majority of people with real jobs from drug smugglers, terrorists and prospective job seekers there is no realistic way to control our borders.  

“We are searching for an occasional needle in acres of haystacks.  I applaud the President’s bold initiative.”
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