October 8, 2004
 

Help Save The Native American Customs Patrol Officer Unit
 
Cosponsor the Shadow Wolves Border Defense Act
 

 

Dear Colleague:

 

            Today, I will introduce the Shadow Wolves Border Defense Act, which would transfer the Shadow Wolves from Customs and Border Protection (CBP) to Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).  This will allow this all-Native American unit to continue to use their highly effective counter-narcotics techniques to stem the flow of illicit drugs across our southern border.  I am requesting your cosponsorship of this important legislation.

 

            The Shadow Wolves comprise a specialized unit of Customs Patrol Officers (CPO), created by Congress in 1972, which patrols the international land border within the Tohono O'odham sovereign Indian nation in the State of Arizona.  This unit, known as the "Shadow Wolves," has proven to be one of the Nation's most valuable assets against narcotics smuggling.  

 

            The Shadow Wolves officers are Native Americans who combine modern technology and ancient tracking techniques to identify, follow and arrest illegal drug smugglers along the seventy-six miles of border and 2.8 million acres within the Tohono O'odham Nation.  Each year, the twenty-one agents in the Shadow Wolves unit have combined to seize over 100,000 pounds of illegal narcotics.

 

            This bill would transfer the Shadow Wolves back to ICE, since their work most closely resembles that of ICE Special Agents who investigate and attempt extinguish large drug smuggling operations.  The Act will also set the pay scale of the Shadow Wolves on the same rate as Special Agents at ICE, who have similar work responsibilities and expertise.

 

            In addition, this legislation will authorize new units, similar to the Shadow Wolves, to operate on other Native American Indian reservations - including the Akwesasne (Mohawk) Reservation in upstate New York, which has a similar drug smuggling problem.

 

            I hope that you will join me in cosponsoring this important bill.  If you have any questions or would like to add your name as a cosponsor on this bill, please have a member of your staff contact Marc Wheat or Nick Coleman at the Subcommittee on Criminal Justice, Drug Policy, and Human Resources at 5-2577.
 
                                                            Sincerely, 
                                                            
                                                            Mark E. Souder 
Chairman 

Subcommittee on Criminal Justice,

  Drug Policy and Human Resources

