December 3, 2004

Protect Patients from “Medicine” Not Proven

to be Safe or Effective
Dear Colleague,

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has failed to educate the public against a dangerous drug whose dangers have been kept from the public by those promoting its use.

Vioxx?

No.  Marijuana.
By law, all drugs bought, sold and prescribed in the U.S. must first undergo rigorous clinical trials and be proven to be safe and effective by the FDA before they can be made available to patients.  This process ensures patient safety, protects the public health and ensures accountability and liability should a patient be injured or harmed.

With no scientific evaluations or conclusive evidence of safety or effectiveness, however, a number of states and localities have sought to legalize smoking marijuana for so-called “medical” use.
Smoked marijuana has never been approved for medical use by the FDA.  For several years, in fact, FDA allowed a limited number of seriously ill patients to use smoked marijuana.  The program was terminated in 1992 when the Public Health Service (PHS) stated there was no scientific evidence that the drug was assisting patients, and issued a warning that using smoked marijuana as a form of medical therapy may actually be harmful to some patients. 

The fact is smoking marijuana has no scientifically proven medical benefits.  
Smoking marijuana puts users at risk for countless serious health problems and may worsen the conditions for which patients wrongly believe it is treating.  And real medical alternatives exist for patients suffering from the conditions proponents of smoking marijuana claim it can treat.  And again, patients who are smoking marijuana are being denied legitimate care that could improve rather than worsen their medical conditions. 
The public’s health would be best served if science and the FDA continued to be the basis and judge of the safety and effectiveness of patients’ drugs.
Despite repeated requests by the House Subcommittee on Criminal Justice, Drug Policy and Human Resources, FDA has been reluctant to educate the public about the false claims and real dangers of smoking marijuana.
I will introduce the “Safe and Effective Drug Act” next week.  This bill directs the National Institutes for Health to examine the available scientific data regarding the safety and effectiveness of smoking marijuana and requires the FDA to post this information and distribute it to those public health entities that advocate or recommend patients smoke marijuana.
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please contact Roland Foster of my staff at 5-2577 or roland.foster@mail.house.gov .





Sincerely,





Mark E. Souder





Chairman,





Subcommittee on Criminal Justice,
 Drug Policy and Human Resources
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