FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


                      
September 14, 2004
CONTACT: MARTIN GREEN
(202) 225-4436

 

TRIAL LAWYERS BLOCK SOUDER'S
LAWSUIT ABUSE REFORM BILL

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Rep. Mark Souder condemned trial lawyers today for lobbying to block passage of H.R. 3369, the Nonprofit Athletic Organization Protection Act.  Although the lawsuit abuse reform legislation, which Souder authored and introduced in October 2003, received a simple majority vote of 217-176 today, under the rule for consideration of the bill a two-thirds majority was required for House passage, and, as such, H.R. 3369 failed.

 

"As a result of today's aggressive lobbying of House Democrats by trial lawyers, it may not be long before many low-income kids simply won't be able to afford to play in amateur hockey, soccer, football, and baseball leagues," Souder said.  "Amateur athletic organizations have been relentlessly targeted in lawsuits, which have significantly driven up insurance costs.  It's not uncommon for these rule-making associations to see their premiums double or triple each year, if they can even get insurance.  And these additional costs are passed on to the families, through fees, that pay for their children to participate.  There is always going to be inherent risk in physical activity, and no rule book can ever prevent that.  That doesn't mean, however, that we shut down amateur sports and send our kids home."

 

"My bill would have helped protect non-profit, amateur athletic associations from questionable lawsuits, thereby instituting some common-sense lawsuit abuse reform," Souder added.  "Reform is critical to elementary, junior high and high school students, and we intend to bring up the bill again-if not in this session of Congress, then in the next."

 

At a July hearing held by the House Judiciary Committee, Robert Kanaby, executive director of the Indiana-based National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS), stated that, over the last three years, the annual liability insurance premiums for the NFHS have increased three-fold to about $1 million, with experts claiming that the premiums will likely increase significantly in years to come, threatening high school sports.  Every single state athletic association supported the Souder bill.
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