June 17, 2004

Honorable Tommy G. Thompson

Secretary

Department of Health and Human Services

200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretary Thompson:


On April 20, 2004, the Subcommittee on Criminal Justice, Drug Policy, and Human Resources sent you a letter concerning a large number of outstanding correspondence and requests for documents with the Department of Health and Human Services.  The Subcommittee has not yet received acknowledgement of the April 20 letter, nor responses to the inquiries identified below.  These are, by date and subject:

· An April 17, 2002 letter to the Department regarding human cloning efforts by Advanced Cell Technology;

· An October 8, 2002 letter to NIH regarding stem cell therapies;

· A February 20, 2004 letter to the Department regarding Ryan White CARE Act funding formulas;

· Questions for the record sent March 18, 2004 to FDA, CDC and NIH as a follow-up to a March 11, 2004 hearing on cervical cancer and human papillomavirus; and

· Questions for the record from an April 1, 2004 hearing on “medical” marijuana submitted to the FDA.


We are especially concerned that two of these letters date back two full years.   Withholding this information from Congress compromises our oversight responsibility and ability to make informed decisions on important policy matters.

It also invites a separate investigation and consequent document requests.

It seems particularly curious that no response has been provided to the October 8, 2002 letter to NIH regarding stem cell therapies.  This is perhaps the most high-profile contemporary research issue (e.g., it is the cover story of the current issue of Newsweek) and the NIH should have this information readily available.  HHS staff informed Subcommittee staff on August 5, 2003 that “the letter has been here in ASL … for some months” and that “we should have something out in the next few weeks.”  

That was nearly a year ago.  

The Subcommittee staff has since periodically inquired of the status of Subcommittee requests, to no avail.  In exasperation, the Subcommittee finally resorted to a letter to you on April 20 of this year.  

Still, no response has been forthcoming.

In light of the ongoing debate over the merits of Federal funding of embryonic stem cell research, HHS has an obligation to Congress, the public and the President to provide this information.

If the Subcommittee does not receive fully responsive and thorough answers to these inquiries by June 30, 2004, we will pursue other avenues to provide the Department with additional incentives for full cooperation. 

Thank you for your assistance with this matter.  We look forward to working with you to resolve these matters. 







Sincerely,

Tom Davis






Mark E. Souder,

Chairman,






Chairman,

Committee on Government Reform



Subcommittee on 

Criminal Justice, Drug Policy    and Human Resources 
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