   April 24, 2003

Dear Republican Colleague:

As a fellow Republican member of Congress who strongly advocates the principles of Federalism and a national government with far-reaching but limited powers, I am asking you to sign on as a cosponsor to the Enumerated Powers Act.

The Enumerated Powers Act, H.R. 384, requires that all bills introduced in the U.S. Congress include a statement setting forth the specific constitutional authority pursuant to which the law is being enacted.  This measure will force a re-examination of the role of the national government and will fundamentally alter the ever growing reach of the federal government.  

For too long, the federal government has operated without constitutional restraint, only limiting itself by budgetary concerns.  In doing so, it has created ineffective and costly programs, massive deficits year after year, and a national debt totaling almost $6.5 trillion.  The Enumerated Powers Act will help slow the flood of unconstitutional legislation while assisting Congress in its reexamination of the proper role of government. For these reasons, every Congress since the 104th Congress I have introduced the Enumerated Powers Act (H.R. 2270 - 104th, H.R. 292 - 105th,  H.R. 1018 - 106th, H.R. 175—107th).  

 At the beginning of the 105th Congress, the House of Representatives took an important first step by incorporating the substantive requirement of the Enumerated Powers Act into the House rules.  Today, the House must cite the constitutional authority for each bill in report language accompanying the legislation.  However, the full effect of the Enumerated Powers Act will not be realized until it is incorporated into actual law.

Our Founding Fathers believed the grant of specific rather than general legislative power to the national government would be one of the central mechanisms for protecting our freedoms while allowing us to achieve the objectives best accomplished through a national government.  One of the most important things Congress can do is to honor and abide by the principles embodied in the Constitution – no more, no less.  Respecting the Tenth Amendment is the first way to ensure that the genius of the Constitution and its division of power between the national government, the states, and the people continues to guide our nation.

If you would like to join me in cosponsoring this legislation or if you need any additional information, please contact me or Sapna Delacourt at 5-3361.  I look forward to working with you in the 108th Congress to pass this critically needed legislation.

Sincerely,

John Shadegg

Member of Congress

