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Shadegg Praises Passage of Aviation Security Legislation

~~House bill goes further than Senate to protect airline passengers~~


“The aviation security legislation that passed the House tonight corrects the current security loopholes at U.S. airports and reinforces the safety of all airline passengers.

“The House passed bill reverses one of the biggest defects in the current system that provides different responsibility and security at smaller versus larger airports.  This is one of the very defects exploited by the September 11 highjackers.  Shockingly, the Senate bill had retained this flaw.

“On the single most important issue of the competency of screening personnel, the House bill succeeds in assuring a professional workforce by allowing only U.S. citizens to be screeners, and clearly placing responsibility for aviation security in the federal government.  The Senate bill fell short, allowing non-citizen screeners and confusingly splitting jurisdiction between the Departments of Justice and Transportation.

“The House bill dramatically strengthens the baggage-screening requirement.  Beginning immediately, baggage belonging to passengers who do not board the plane will be removed.  The Senate bill continued the indefensible practice of allowing bags to remain on a plane even though the passenger does not board!   Moreover, the House bill requires that all checked baggage be screened beginning in 2003; there is no deadline in the Senate bill.

“The House bill also protects travelers from smaller states and towns, who must use connecting flights, from excessive costs.  Under the Senate bill they are charged a ‘security tax’ each time they change planes, costing them at least twice what others must pay.

“The House bill, written after the Senate bill, improves upon the Senate version in many ways and provides more security for the American people.  
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